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Editorial 

Dear Readers,

Welcome again in
2015 to the 6th
instalment of Connect
Asia. As usual we
want to share insights
with you on our work in
the spheres of
maritime logistical
chains and clusters,
trade facilitation and
labour mobility. All
issues of course are

directly related to regional integration, a still ongoing process in Asia that yields
promises for stable and sustainable economic and social development in this
diverse region.

In Asia, we are witnessing more and more steps towards further integration.
First of all, the international community is picking up the impulses from the
WTO’s Bali declaration. GIZ is active in this field as well, working closely
together with partners worldwide. Secondly, the establishment of the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is one further step towards tackling the
estimated 8 trillion USD infrastructure gap that still hampers connectivity in the
region.

Not surprisingly, the topic of Public-Private Partnership (PPP) is an instrument
in this regard as well. Therefore, the German Ministry for Economic Cooperation
and Development (BMZ) has commissioned GIZ with a second programme
phase, making PPP one of the thematic focuses. March already saw
discussions with partners. On the implementation side, we have concluded our
training programme for ports in Cambodia and Viet Nam, organised a study tour
to investigate best practices from the Philippines to transfer knowledge for
labour migration to Lao PDR and Cambodia. A technical training on Single
Window implementation provided Mongolian stakeholders with practical
knowledge on how to strengthen its position within the integration processes in
the region.

Our collection and review of current trends in regionalism will as always bring
you the latest research on the topic. Please be also advised to check out the
dates we have collected and which are given to your right. 

With best wishes

For the GIZ RCI Programme

Magnus C. M. Brod

Editor
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Dates and Events
 

30-31 March 2015
Expert Meeting 
"Investment, Innovation and
Entrepreneurship for Productive
Capactiy-Building and Sustainable
Development"
Geneva, Switzerland
UNCTAD
www.unctad.org/...

31 March 2015
Capacity Building Workshop
"Cross-Border Paperless Trade
Facilitation"
Bangkok, Thailand
UNESCAP
www.unescap.org/...

1-3 April 2015
Meeting 
"Intergovernmental Steering Group
on Cross-Border Paperless Trade
Facilitation"
Bangkok, Thailand
UNESCAP
www.unescap.org/...

14-16 April 2015
Conference 
"INTERPOL World 2015 - Supply
Chain Security"
Singapore
INTERPOL
www.interpol.int/...

5 May 2015
"Baku 2015: 48th Annual Meeting
of the Asian Development Bank"
Baku, Azerbaijan 
ADB
www.adb.org/...

6-8 May 2015
"2015 WCO IT Conference &
Exhibition" 
Bahamas
WCO
www.wcoomd.org/....

21-22 May 2015
"Asia Pacific Forum on
Sustainable Development"
Bangkok, Thailand
UNESCAP
www.unescap.org...
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Programme News
 
Ports & Logistics 
Training on Ports and Logistics in Cambodia and Viet Nam 

Within the framework of Pan-
Beibu Gulf (PBG) Economic
Cooperation that encompasses
the ASEAN Member states and
PR China, maritime economy is
one of the main focus areas for
cooperation. In this regard GIZ
is offering support for maritime
chains and clusters. Thus the

German Institute for Shipping Economics and Logistics (ISL) has been
commissioned to provide training solutions for selected ports in the region.

From September 2014 to January 2015 a series of trainings were conducted
with the goal to equip port management of the Phnom Penh Autonomous Port,
Kingdom of Cambodia and Haiphong Port, Viet Nam with hands-on knowledge.
Challenges in the logistical chains were previously assessed with support from
the private sector. The trainings then could be tailored directly to the need at
hands. Port management staff were subsequently trained on the tools and
knowledge to tackle the issues and improve logistical chains and clusters.

The main topics were logistics and hinterland transportation, integrated IT
management, cluster management, and port cooperation. Overarching issues
such as sustainable port business and marketing were addressed as well. The
training included lectures as well as simulations and games, to immediately
practice the learned concepts.

For more detailed insights, please see the following press releases by ISL:
www.isl.org/... and GIZ Cambodia: www.giz-cambodia.com/... ; www.giz-
cambodia.com/...

Contact: Magnus.Brod@giz.de
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Regional Integration 
Building Capacities for Labour Migration Management in
Cambodia and Lao PDR 

From 30 June to 04 July 2014,
the GIZ programme “Regional
Economic Cooperation and
Integration (RCI) in Asia”
organised a study tour and
workshop on “Building
Capacities for Labour Migration
Management in Cambodia and
Lao PDR” in Manila, the
Philippines.

The event took place in the
aftermath of two capacity building measures on labour migration management in
2012 and 2013, which showed that efficient policies and modalities for sending
workers abroad are of utmost importance for Cambodia’s and Laos’ labour
policies.

As the Philippines are widely regarded as regional best practice model in Asia of
how foreign employment and labour migration should be supervised by the state,
the RCI programme has been approached by its Cambodian and Laotian
partners to conduct a study tour to the Philippines. 

The event successfully raised the awareness of Cambodian and Laotian
delegates and provided starting points for national actions on improved labour
migration management. 

A documentation of the study tour is available featuring a comprehensive
overview and main inputs. Access the document here: www.scribd.com/...

27-28 May 2015
Expert Forum
"Next Steps for Regional
Integration in Asia"
Bangkok, Thailand
GIZ

1-3 June 2015
"29th Asia-Pacific Roundtable"
Kuala Lumpur, Myanmar
Institute of Strategic and
International Studies
www.isis.org.my/...

4-5 June 2015
Forum 
"Regional Economic Integration
Spurs New Development of
International Infrastructure
Cooperation"
Macao, China
International Infrastructure
Investment & Construction Forum
www.iiicf.org/...

10-11 June 2015
"International Tax Conference"
Washington D.C., USA
OECD 
www.uscib.org/...

11-12 June 2015
"27th European Customs Law
Day"
Vienna, Austria
EFA
www.efa-muenster.de/...

17-26 June 2015
"WCO Knowledge Academy"
Brussels, Belgium
WCO
www.wcoomd.org/...

19 June 2015
"7th Southeast Asia Update"
The Hague, Netherlands
IIAS
www.iias.nl/...

25 June 2015
Conference 
"Freight Forwarders, Multimodal
Transport Operators and Logistics
Services Providers"
Bangkok, Thailand
UNESCAP
www.unescap.org/...

8-10 September 2015
WCO Picard Conference
"Partnerships in Customs
Academic Research and
Development"
Baku, Azerbaijan
WCO
www.wcoomd.org/...

8-13 September 2015
"2015 International Freight
Forwarders Association World
Congress"
Taipei, China
FIATA
www.fiata2015.org/...

http://isl.org/de/news/support-maritime-logistics-chains-and-clusters-pan-beibu-gulf-region
http://giz-cambodia.com/?p=2126
http://giz-cambodia.com/training-project-support-for-maritime-chains-and-clusters-in-the-pan-beibu-gulf-region-3/
mailto:Magnus.Brod@giz.de
https://de.scribd.com/doc/260459417/Study-Tour-and-Workshop-Building-Capacities-for-Labour-Migration-Management-in-Cambodia-and-Lao-PDR
http://www.isis.org.my/attachments/apr29/29th_APR_Programme_as_of_10Feb2015.pdf
http://www.iiicf.org/templates/jiaoyu_001_2/index$74$23$123.aspx?nodeid=86&tohtml=false
http://www.uscib.org/index.asp?documentID=3647
http://www.efa-muenster.de/index.php/events/-1
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/events/upcoming-events/2015-knowledge-academy.aspx
http://www.iias.nl/event/7th-southeast-asia-update
http://www.unescap.org/events/freight-forwarders-multimodal-transport-operators-and-logistics-services-providers
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/events/upcoming-events/wco-picard-conference-2015.aspx
http://www.fiata2015.org/Page/Index/11


Contact: Stefan.Hein@giz.de
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Trade Facilitation 
BPA Training for Mongolia's SW Implementation Process 

In light of ongoing processes
to establish a Trade
Facilitation Single Window
System in Mongolia, GIZ's
RCI Programme conducted a
training on “Business
Process Analysis (BPA) and
Mongolia’s Single Window
(SW) Implementation
Process” from 01 to 03
October 2014 in Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia.

Mongolian officials from all ministries involved in SW implementation processes
as well as representatives from the private sector participated in the training.
The focus was on management tools, BPA and its application with regard to
Mongolia’s endeavours to establish their SW System by 2015. For this purpose,
an international expert was commissioned to conduct this training. He utilised
on-hand experiences from the implementation processes in fellow CAREC
member states Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan.

Participants conducted technical visits at the Inland Customs Terminal and
Ulaanbaatar’s Customs Agency to define gaps, misconducts, advantages and
achievements for synchronising BPA’s theory with the current practice.

The main takeaway from this capacity building event was gained technical
knowledge of BPA use in a SW automation system, learning from international
SW implementation experience and enhancing the national knowledge sharing
and network building for implementing the Mongolian national Single Window
programme.

Contact: Lkhagvasuren.Khulan@giz.de
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Local Cross-Border Cooperation 
Study on Ferry Boats Informs Local Government Officials 

In light of supporting the
Greater Tumen Initiative’s
(GTI) mechanism for the
cooperation of border
regions, the Local
Cooperation Committee
(LCC), GIZ has
commissioned a presentation
from German Expert Prof. Dr.

Burkhard Lemper of the Institute of Shipping Logistics (ISL) in Bremen. 

The study titled “Development of Ferry Boat Routes in Northeast Asia Utilizing
European Examples of Regional Connectivity” touched upon the pressing issue
of connectivity between the Russian Federation’s Far East, the Republic of
Korea, People’s Republic of China and Japan. By providing insights from the
fruitful example of European integration, he informed the high ranking discussion
between government officials that participated in the 2nd Meeting of the GTI
Northeast Asia Local Cooperation Committee and the subsequent Northeast
Asia Development Forum. GIZ's RCI programme focuses its support for the
LCC mechanism on increasing the benefit from regional integration for peripheral
areas. The support is clearly coordinated with the GTI Secretariat.

The study can be accessed here: www.scribd.com/...

For further information on the GTI LCC mechanism please see also:
www.tumenprogramme.org/... 

Contact: Magnus.Brod@giz.de
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Multi-Destination Tourism 
Greater Tumen Initiative Tourism Capacity Building Training
Programme 

From 01 to 03 February 2015,
the Greater Tumen Inititative

8-11 October 2015
"European Society for Central
Asian Studies Conference"
Zurich, Switzerland
ESCAS
www.casca-halle-zurich.org/...

27-29 October 2015
"5th Technology and Innovation
Forum"
Rotterdam, Netherlands
WCO
www.wcoomd.org/...

19-20 November 2015
13th European Customs
Conference "Customs Tomorrow:
Evolution or Revolution?"
Bordeaux, France
ODASCE
www.odasce.asso.fr/...

14-15 December 2015
Academic Workshop 
"Cross-Border Exchanges and the
Shadow Economy"
Leiden, Netherlands
International Institute for Asian
Studies
www.iias.nl/...
 
 

More on GIZ RCI-Programme
 

Regional economic cooperation
and integration play an
increasingly important role in
Asia’s economic landscape. They
help countries to overcome the
limitations of domestic markets
and foster inclusive development,
both by boosting economic growth
and by providing the resources for
pro-poor policies. The GIZ RCI-
Programme supports regional
stakeholders with the aim to
strengthen selected core
processes of regional economic
cooperation and integration and to
contribute to sustainable and
inclusive economic development in
the region.
 
 

Stay up to date with GIZ RCI
 

If you would like to continue
receiving regular updates on our
programme activities and further
insights on regionalisation
processes in Asia, please refer to
the GIZ Newsletter mainpage and
suscribe here.
 
 

Follow GIZ
 

Follow @rci_asia
 
 

Publications
 

The following selection of event
documentations and background

mailto:Stefan.Hein@giz.de
mailto:lkhagvasuren.khulan@giz.de
http://www.scribd.com/doc/239262996/Input-and-Materials-Development-of-Ferry-Boat-Routes-in-Northeast-Asia-Utilizing-European-Examples-of-Regional-Connectivity
http://www.tumenprogramme.org/?info-707-1.html
mailto:Magnus.Brod@giz.de
http://casca-halle-zurich.org/conference-european-society-central-asian-studies-escas/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/events/upcoming-events/5th-technology-and-innovation-forum.aspx
http://www.odasce.asso.fr/website/gb_colloque.htm
http://www.iias.nl/event/cross-border-exchanges-and-shadow-economy
https://login.mailingwork.de/-link2/1593/1853/55/0///VZUpzSOIio/0
https://twitter.com/rci_asia


(GTI) organised a Capacity
Building Training Programme
aimed at participants from the
region working in tourism in
Arxan City, Inner Mongolia,
PR China. 

Representatives from the public and private tourism sector of all GTI member
countries participated in the event in order to discuss new tourism products as
well as existing problems of cross-border tourism in the Greater Tumen Region
(GTR). GIZ contributed to the training with a presentation on the subject of
“Sustainable Tourism”, stressing the importance of a sustainable development to
balance economic, ecological and social needs. 

In addition to several presentations by experts and officials from the GTI
countries, group discussions took place on day one of the event. Subsequently,
a round table conference enabled representatives to share the outcomes of the
previous talks. Furthermore, it was a platform to discuss current issues and
future activities, such as the 4th GTI North East Asia Tourism Forum. 

All participants agreed that the facilitation of visa procedures, better information
sharing and an enhanced inclusion of the private sector are essential for the
future development of the tourism industry in the GTR. Under coordination of the
GTI Secretariat in Beijing, those issues are supposed to be addressed as soon
as possible in order to make sure that further improvements in the tourism
sector will be achieved.

For more information on GTI's work in the tourism sector, please see:
www.tumenprogramme.org/... 

Contact: Magnus.Brod@giz.de
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Recent Trends in Asian Regionalism
 
OECD 
OECD Foreign Bribery Report Released 
The first report of OECD on the subject of bribery reveals several key findings
pertaining to international trade. According to their research, clearance of
customs procedures are the second most cited incident after the procurement of
public contracts. Even though the report states that almost 50% of bribery takes
place in developed economies, it is an important reminder of the means of trade
facilitation, especially computerised Single Window Systems for trade facilitation
and good governance.
Access the report at: www.oecd.org/...
 

top
Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) 
ERIA-ASEAN Public Private Partnership Guidelines 
The Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) published a
PPP guideline report for ASEAN nations to provide a common set of policy
principles for the member countries based on best practice standards within
infrastructure projects. The authors give an extensive overview on the
initialisation and implementation of PPPs as one possible driver for bringing
benefits to ASEAN connectivity. Therefore, the report evaluates the
implementation of cross-border PPPs in the region further and highlights the
extreme complexity of such projects but also outlines nine principles for a
successful cross-border PPP infrastructure as well as examples of well
established PPPs in South-East Asia. 
The full report can be accessed at: www.eria.org/...
 
ASEAN / GIZ 
Website Re-launch: Support for ASEAN Secretariat 
A re-launched website now informs about German support for capacity building
of the ASEAN secretariat. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) aims to improve the economic, cultural and social co-operation of its
member states and promotes regional integration. In close partnership with the
ASEAN Secretariat, the project implements capacity-building measures to
institutionally strengthen the Secretariat and its staff and hence supports
ASEAN to achieve its goal of establishing the ASEAN Community by 2015. The
website offers an overview of the programme’s work since 2008 and other
related information.
Link to website: www.cb-asec-project.de/...

documentations and background
papers is available:

Study Tour and Workshop:
Building Capacities for Labour
Migration Management

Study: Ferry Boat Routes in
Northeast Asia

Second Expert Forum: Cross
Border Cooperation & Trade
Facilitation

Expert Hearing: Port Cooperation
in the Pan-Beibu Gulf Region

Study Tour & Technical Training:
Single Window Implementation

Workshop: Social Implications of
Economic Integration

Study: Ports and Logistics
Development and Cooperation in
the Pan-Beibu Gulf Region
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World Bank 
Gains of Greater Regional Integration for Smaller Nations 
The World Bank's SARC Unit evaluated outcomes of closer regional integration
in terms of trade liberalisation for smaller countries. Aimed at the discussion in
South Asia, examples from NAFTA as well as Mercosur point to the fact that
especially consumers, but also exporters in smaller countries can gain from
increasingly liberalised trade vis-à-vis bigger neighbour countries. Even though
the situation for domestic industries is mixed, the access to foreign markets and
to more competitive inputs will lead to a productivity increase. The paper then
quotes the possibility for a phased liberalisation over a period of time for smaller
countries.
Access the report under: www.openknowledge.worldbank.org/...
 
Beijing Review 
21st Century Maritime Silk Road 
In its issue from 5 February 2015, Beijing Review featured an article about the
21st Century Maritime Silk Road initiative. The project is expected to enhance
communication and cooperation between PR China and the countries and
regions along the route through trade, investment, cultural and currency
exchanges. The initiative was proposed by President Xi Jinping in October 2013
and has since aroused the interest of more than 30 potential partner countries. It
is expected to strengthen the ties especially between PR China and ASEAN
member countries, but experts warn that details of the allocation and
management of the Silk Road fund are yet to be determined and financing and
operational risks are given. 
Access the full article at: www.bjreview.com.cn/...
 

top
Foreign Affairs 
Developing Countries and WTO 
Providing a short historic overview, the author contrasts the current situation
under the Doha Development Agenda with the previous setting under the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) which had greatly marginalised
developing economies. In the context of the Doha Development Round, a global
development agenda was accepted in trade negotiations, ultimately leading to
the institutionalisation of the "less than full reciprocity" principle. By collective
and concerted engagement from the developing countries, Aid for Trade was
brought forth. Thus, the paper argues, the World Trade Organisation (WTO) has
now developed greatest sensitivity to concerns of developing economies -
highly propelled by their one member one vote mechanism. However, this led to
a currently observable deadlock, which demands for a re-evaluation of the
stakes at play between developed and developing members concerning trade,
as the article argues.
Access the article at: www.foreignaffairs.com/...
 

top
ADBI 
Internationalisation of SMEs through GVCs and FTAs 
In their recent working paper on SME Internationalisation, the Asian
Development Bank Institute (ADBI) argues that the integration into Global Value
Chains (GVCs) and FTAs provides small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) in Asia with the opportunity to achieve economies of scale, expand
market share and increase productivity. The research draws on evidence from
Malaysia, which is not just Asia's fourth most active economy in GVC trade, but
also actively pursuing FTAs. The paper examines the characteristics of SMEs
in GVCs and FTAs and explores the policy implications. It finds that even
among SMEs, company size matters for the participation in GVCs and FTAs
and lack of information is one of the principal barriers to FTA use. 
The paper can be accessed at: www.adbi.org/...
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Registration information

Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 

Registered offices
Bonn and Eschborn, Germany

Friedrich-Ebert-Allee 40
53113 Bonn, Germany
Phone: +49 228 44 60-0
Fax: +49 228 44 60-17 66

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/21407
http://www.bjreview.com.cn/Cover_Stories_Series_2015/2015-02/02/content_666963.htm
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/143254/amrita-narlikar/the-power-of-the-powerless
http://www.adbi.org/working-paper/2015/02/16/6535.sme.internationalization.malaysia/


Dag-Hammarskjöld-Weg 1-5
65760 Eschborn, Germany
Phone: +49 61 96 79-0
Fax: +49 61 96 79-11 15

Email: info@giz.de
Internet: www.giz.de

Registered at
Local court (Amtsgericht) Bonn, Germany: HRB 18384
Local court (Amtsgericht) Frankfurt am Main, Germany: HRB 12394

VAT no. DE 113891176
Tax no. 040 250 56973

Chairman of the Supervisory Board
Dr Friedrich Kitschelt, State Secretary

Management Board 
Tanja Gönner (Chair)
Dr Christoph Beier (Vice-Chair)
Dr Hans-Joachim Preuß 
Cornelia Richter

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please click here.

In charge of this newsletter: 
Dr. Jürgen Steiger, juergen.steiger@giz.de

Editor(s): 
Magnus C. M. Brod, magnus.brod@giz.de

Contributors:
Alexander Badenheim, alexander.badenheim@giz.de
Lisa Brueckner, lisa.brueckner@giz.de
Magnus Brod,magnus.brod@giz.de
Stefan Hein, stefan.hein@giz.de
Khulan Lkhagvasuren, lkhagvasuren.khulan@giz.de
Torben Niemeier, RCI-Asia2@giz.de
Namjil Solongo, namjil.solongo@giz.de
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